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Cat Gut

By CHRISTINE BAUMGARTHUBER

“A fellow, a shepherd at Beverley, in Yorkshire, about eleven
years ago, for a bet of five pounds, was produced, who was to
devour a living cat. The one produced was a large black
tomcat, which had not been fed for the purpose; but was
chosen, as being the largest in that neighborhood. The day
appointed was the fair-day at Beverley. The parties met. The
man produced was a raw-boned fellow, about forty. The cat
was then given to him; on which he took hold of his four legs
with one hand, and closing his mouth with the other, he killed
him by biting his head to pieces immediately, and in less than
a quarter of an hour, devoured every part of the cat, tail, legs,
claws, bones, and everything. The man who laid the wager
gave the fellow two guineas for doing it, and the shepherd
appeared perfectly satisfied with the reward. — After he had
done it, he walked about the fair the whole afternoon, and
appeared neither sick nor sorry. He took no emetic, nor had
this repast any effect on him whatever.” —From “Cat

Eaters,” in The Portfolio of Entertaining and Instructive
Varieties (ca. 1824)
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